gg\ Fifth Michigan

Volunteer Infantry Regiment

Everything that is Necessary

| desire to return thanks for these chaste and glorious colors. They are
everything that is necessary,-and all that the reglment desine Stars
and Stripes of the natlonal Unian.

Colonel Henry D. Terry
Flag Presentation Ceremony September 186

.~Fhe Fifth Michigan Infantry was mustered into service on August 28, 1861. Like othg
reglments organized early in the war, the regiment was composed of companies of

- local militia units. At its organization, the men of théth Michigan belonged to the
Sherlock Guard, Mt. Clemens Guard, East Saginaw Volunteers, Ingersoll Rifles, .
D2 @SNY 2NR& Ddzk NRE { EIAYLF6 [AGe [ AIAKD

~ Guard, Pontiac Volunteers, and the Huron Rangdrstially, it was thought that

"George Meade who was a captain in the U.S. Engineer Corps and stationed in Detro
would be commissionedolonelof the regiment, but when he was appointed brlgadler
in the U.S. Army, Henry D. Terry from Detroit was appointgonel3

The Fifth was_presented with a national-flag in a ceremony in early September during
parade, review, and inspection before Brigadier General Alpheus 'Williams. At four
200f 201X GUKS “‘NBIAYSYG 3IFFIKSNER AY | K3
for the ceremony which was attended by a large crowd including Governor Blair,
General Williams, and Adjutant General Robertson. The National colors were donate
by the F. Buhl, Newland, and Compan¥ Detroit Free Press article from September

G

Colonel Henry D. Terry
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heavy gold fringe, and are elegantly gotten up, reflectlng the

G O ¥ &ddidion fo b thanks, Rhe éséuNa.thlﬁﬁtﬁe liveslZXIINE dz
whole regiment are all devoted to thdﬁfence[sm] of these

KAIKSa u_ ONBRAG dzLl2y, GKS (F aid$S 2dorsaahtdo ti@ibpresetzitior, and tieshope thaf MeNID &
At the ceremony,’ Henry T. Back Jeg'me”‘n{ﬂ %t;tlttfogl\% mpaag to t@%?“%”ﬁ"&'%%'” the

Governor, presented the colors to the regiment while addressing
them on the behalf of those assembled. About the flag, Backus said;

name of |gan to whose people we offer thanks
and farewell God grant it may never trail in the dust.

AT h i s banner: wht o hiale enow, unf uArﬂdarthesewotdQveare bpokere Iheeflagcwfas héndes t dmas A.

and guard it, not only as f r iRousddaComppngC who fafl leeenicmogen ds thaor sargeantoh e
- truth and freedom. My friends, in the reception of this banner by the regiment. The regiment saluted the flag and marchemwew

you we feel more than compensated in the pledge it implies that ol they prepared to head to Virginia. The following day, the Flfth

s«=would never strike it to foes
: and will never surrender it to
-0 NJ Asll 2 NB ®¢

Colonel Terry replied:

Through youin behalf of

* . the regiment, | desire to .

return thanks for these
chaste and glorious colorg§
. Theyare everything that |
necessary, and all that thg
regiment desire; the Star§
. and Stripes of the hationa
Union. This is emphatically
a time for deeds not .
~ words, and | will only offer]

Lt. Governor Henry T. Backus

Michigan departed on, two steamers tivday Queerand the
Ocears

While stationed near Alexandria, the regiment participated in minor
skirmishing, but their first major battle experience came during the
Peninsula Campaign at the battles of Yorktown and Williamsburg ir
May of 1862. During the battle of Williamsburg, Company C'was
the color company (the company that was located at the center of
the line; the color guard to the left of thems) As the Fifth was
preparing to charge, Lieutenant Gunning (commander of company
L0805y 02 dZNF ASRTTKS “YSy®. . af 2. L)
al FSte 2F GK2aS O2t 2NER® 100SGSN
Colonel Terry also encouraged his troops. In a Ietter sent after the
battle, he explained: :

| made a short very shortc addreSs to thé command, not to
forget the promise we had made when we received the nationél



Fifth Michigan

Volunteer Infantry Regiment

flag at Fort Wayne that it should never trail in the dust. There  assert her rights & use their efforts to have her retain her place
was o response, but there was a silence more emphatic than  as color guard [Franklin probably means color compamy].
any response a tongue can maka silence that spoke a : '

: These t fch vould have taken place throughout th
determination to defend the oId flag or die. SSEpes ofghallies Moud naxE g Riace HTolangutinen

While the color company changed, no existing documents indicate
The men_of the Fifth followed these orders and were commendedvhether there was resulting changes in who carried the flag or if
for their actions after the battle, the regiment having been involvethe color guard was a separate group that stayed consistent

with capturing Confederatsfle pits. Lleutenant Gunnlng, : throughout [See table for a list of how the color company
however, did not survive the battle designation rotated through the Fifth Michigan Infantry.]
Shortly after the Battle of Williamsburg, a change came to the colo®Date Engagements
_company. The Fifth Michigan, following one of the military 8/28/61 ¢ 5/9/62 Williamsburg
- standards of the day, designated thel@ar companybased on which 5/9/62 ¢ 6/22/62 Fair Oaks
o2 Y ye  KER-KS Y. 2:ad. aSyA2Z2N Of6/22/62c7/18/62 Seven Days
Trowbridge, died of typhoid on May 9, which meant that Company J 7/18/62 ¢ 9/16/62 Second Bull Run
C was no longer the most senior compagyA private in Company . | 9/16/62¢ 1/25/63 Fredericksburg
C, Elbridge Franklin, explained the situation ietter: 1/25/63 ¢ 5/5/63 Chancellorsville
3 5/5/63 ¢ 10/1/63 Gettysburg
*  Originallywe stood A, F, D, I C, H, E, K, G, B. Now we are as [§10/1/63-6/10/64 Mine Run
follows: A, H, F, D, E, K, G, C, |, B. It came very hard on us Wilderness
indeed to resign the colors to Cébut it could not be avoided Spotsylvania
. & we'have the consolation of knowing thiatvasthrough no 6/10/64 ¢ 9/19/64 Petersburg
fault of ours that they were taken from us & that we safely . Deep Bottom

brought them through a severe battle . . . Before the battle we - 9/19/64 ¢ 11/7/64 I F OKSNDa
. could have resigned them without half the bitter feelings we 11/7/64 ¢ 12/21/64
now do.’ Having brought them safely through the action we felt § 12/21/64 ¢ 5/8/65 Appomattox
~ proud of them. The more do& Adf f Al Y& 0 dzNB ¢ 5/8/65 - Grand Review
inscribed on them . . . Alas! poor Co. C, she had no officers to |x0ld Third Companiesdesignatedand assigned to the Fifth
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Over the next several months, the Fifth Michigan participated in before being sent to Lansing:
numeraus other battles, including Malvern Hill, The Second Battle An interesting relic belonging o
of Bull Run, and Chantilig. After the Battle of Malvern 1 e the gallant 5th Mlchlgan Infantry,
Colonel Terry was promoted to Brigadier General and theregiment v} a2 68 3S8$S y ok
was commanded by several officers of lesser ramk. store for a few days. It is the

During the Battle of Fredericksbufg, Lieutenant Colonel &italy Caihaatalt s e g

i d of th - i5 Thetoffitial aft O s Its torh and defaced appearance
iRl e L SBRT R DO o, tells its glorious hlstoryvmore S

CUKS NBIAYSYd NBLRNISR UKFGX 60 KARen® thdh aRdiWE SR
actlon in which the regiment had ever participated, considering its |\ rite. Although it has been '

L8 K2 NIl Roiheuténangsyluybelieved that some of the replaced by a new stand of colorg

- superior officer thought him a coward so, in an attempt to prove his from the War Department, its

- bravery he rode into battle. This made him a sure target and he honored folds can never be
was killed leading the regimen6illulyhad made a pact with a . * forgotten by-the brave soldiers
fellow soldier Lieutenant Hudson B. Blackman quartermaster of the over whom it fluttered in hours of

. regiment that if either were to fall the ‘other would do all within his  trial and danger in the Peninsula
‘power to return his body to Michigan. Following the battle, under ~ campaign, in.which that gallant Adjutant General
the cover of darkness, Blackman and several other men returned to "€giment bore such a distinguishe John Robertson

the battlefield and retrievedd A f fbddf @an@ensured its return to pLgrrESLhelr?%!Of:NV\g!’;ll bse \?v?]rgnt?t W Sl e R A
Michigan. In-addition tilluly nine other men were killed and g y pIop p

: : 3 State Department as choice mementos of an honorable histor
seventythree were wounded at the Battle of Fredericksbugy. P : e

Two of the men killed were color bearers. While the article indicates that the flag was to be turned over to the
: : state, John Robertson, in his The Flags of Michigan; Wh|ch ‘was

& CSONHZ NB '2F mycoZ UKS CA T {fisheheddnNB73 dayslinht the flad whs trhed ovér tolihé S NB |
returned it to Michigan. An article in the Detr0|t_ Advertiserand & NB 3 A Y Sy i £1 In additidBnORobettsbrergtérded that five
ﬁ Tribune announced that the Flag was to be displayed in Detroit flags were turned over to the state during the flag ceremony in
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186622 These five flags are currently in the collection, so unless regiment received the flag is unknown they certalnly would have
w2oSNIiaz2zy Ad& YAall]1Syz GKS & ilreceiveidbefdré thell engbddmbnbiRtieBate offCRafdRIlorgvale
the original flag of the Fifth Michigan. The fact that none of the - where their commander, Lieutenant Colonel Edward Sherlock, was

flags contain any battle honors (as Private Franklin stated the flagkilled in action. After this, command of the regiment was given to
was to receive after Williamsburg)-also supports this conclusion. John Pulford. :

Finally, several newspaper articles about regimental reunions held
after the war state that the flags were carried during the reunion. .Th€ néxt major engagement that the Fifth Michigan was involved ir

While initially the state occasionally allowed flags to travel to was the Battle of Gettysburg.
. reunions, this was uncommon, and it is unlikely that this would Throughout the mornth of June,
have taken place frequently. the regiment had made several
long marches, sometimes

covering more than twenty miles '
in one day. On July 2, 1863, they
marched ten miles in three hours
pefope sntering fhe alecaroyng
4:00 pm26 The regiment was
engaged in furious fighting near
the Wheatfield. ColondRégigie
Trobriand who was commanding
the First Division, Third Brigade
(which the Fifth was a part of),
described an incident.that
happened during this battle:

«f the regimental association had retained the flag, it is much m
likely that the flag would make an appearance at reunions. Th

- article about the 1886 reunion is particularly telling. The article
records that Otto Bergin carried the same flag he carried during
wars. &8 f221Ay3 G .SNBAYQa YA
.. Service of Michigan Volunteers During the Civil War, it appears
"Bergin was a color bearer atthe beginning of the war when the
flag was carried. In addition, Albertus Berry, a member of Com
I, writing under the pen name of Cui Bono in 1887, states that t
flag had been in the care of Otto Berger. [Bergin] for several yea
He also mentions the condition of the flag and states that eight

color bearers were killed carrylng the first flag of the regiment.
John Pulford

(Postwar regular army photo g.
fF30S myTn

The second flag of the Fifth Michigan Infantry was drawn from
government stores at the War Department to replace the tattere
flag that was returned to Michigaze While the exact date the

G

4 o breturned immediately tony -
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men, advancing to the line of one-half of its numbers without yielding a foot of ground, deserves 1
the Fifth Michigan . . . As | 0S S&aLISOAlLtfe YSyiAazysSRs Oheobthed

arrived near the Colors the men lost was color bearer William Harlan. He was wounded at the
color-bearer staggered, and fell battle and died twelve days later. His obituary published in the Gra
back several paces. | called ouf@pids Daily Eagle mentions that of the:six color bearers on the fie

Q. GSF RaHE ¥ alL fhak day, glvaiyeﬁglﬁgg and gwgmore were woundegl.Overall,

said, with a choking voice. durlng the battle, nineteen men were kllled and ninety were

a2 KSNBKy 0KS 0KN¥P0e L :

leaned over my horse and put Throughout the rest of 1863, the Flfth Mlchlgan participated in seve
Y& KFIYR 2y KAa othek smadier Ranaignsancluding asskirmish at Auburn Heights a
Yy2UKAY3Zé &l AR LacustGgye. Bhé rggirtyerg_t also spent three weeks stationed ned

0f 22 RDE I S A Y MR ark fell@ving thenNgw, Yok draft riots in case they were neec
his place, raising up the flag. to quell additional violence. At the end of December, the men who
The ball, which had really had reenlisted were granted a furlough to return to MichiganThey

arrived in Detroit onJanuary4, 1864. A crowd cheered them as they
marched through the streets of Detroit. Speeches were made and
Lieutenant Colonel Pulford implored the citizens of Michigan to-
consider enlisting as the Flfth Michigan had been reduced to a stre
of 168 mens2

struck him in the neck, had

bounded off his leather collar,

and the shock had choked him
Major General (formerly for a moment27

Colonel) Philipp&égiDenis AL TR : : .
de Keredernde Trobriand | While in this instance, the color v c&§o NHzt NBE MAnS wMycn= ovérKnétheNS 37

- bearer de Trobriand encountered - pegan their journey back to the front. During the furlough, the

was not wounded, this was not the case for many other men of theregiment was successful in recruiting additional merin May, the -

Fifth. Ina report to Captain Fitzhugh Birney, assistant Adjutant = men part|C|pated in the Battle of the Wilderness, by this point they

DSYSN}f 2F GKS CANBG 5AQAAA2Y Mmayhdve reddiRed yehahofher newNay i Thé Detrolt KdSertldey’aEﬁ

bravery of the % Michigan, which sustained a loss of more than Trlbune on May 91864had an article that was labeled as

6" Sk




Correspondence from the First Michigan Infantry; however, nearly
every name mentioned in the article as a casualty was a member o
the Fifth Michigan Infantry. In the article, G. W3¥Weports that
GKS NBIAYSY(HzZ aF2NBIFNRSR 2dzNJ 2
by request of Mrs. Gen. Meade and Mrs. Gen. Birney, on the part of
the committee on arms and trophies, for the great Sanitary Fair
a2y (2 0S5 rRSTh&Rartiklg/furthek meintiorts khate d £
the flag that was forwarded was the flag that was carried at

. Gettysburg. It is not likely that the regiment would have forwarded
their colors without having a replacement available in the field;
_however, there is no existing record of the origin of this

" replacement flag. It is possible that the regiment acquired a new

_ flag during their time on furlough as that was a fairly common
practice, but there is no evidence to prove this assumption in
relation to the Fifth Michigan Infantry. '

tKS O2NNBalLRyRSyld Ffaz2 SELXFAya GK| SG2290 (left)and S@390 (righty R.F (KS
‘colors are to be forwarded to Michigan and placed in the State : - ' :

Department by the side of the old original flag brought out by the : : . R : Ao
NEIAYSY(d sKSY Ads THsstdment ﬁdﬁsﬁﬁtheﬁ;@%:gjf{gfdﬂ%h \gng been pierced twesitytimes. The artlcle
t

SV YOl 0asyh b8 RSU Sy ay s dhuitb b oop e tgmatuns oy
Lioa LRPaarsfs (KMG GKS zNJ\H)\yNgﬂPj- ; aaéé&j oPE) ERr ey

h
;’/ ggJ
kept by someone else until it was handed over to the g £
Wi iRRTRE L Ny sustained substantial loss and have.the top of the staff shot off, but
regimental association. Unless more original sources are found :

n L L R AR ¢ there are some significant differences. -B%90 is a national stars anc
dLiiee R “5-'9 ’W?' el KNI .S’WG' stripes and S@2-90 features the federal coaif-arms. The article
The flag mentioned as being sent to the Sanitary Commission Faftoes not indicate what type of flag was sent.

- |
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During the Battle of the Wilderness and the BattléSpiottsylvanian May of 1864, the Fifth Michigan again sustained casualties including
Lieutenant Colonel Pulford and several other officersMBy 7ththe highestranking man in the regiment fit for duty was a lieutenant
whose name has not been recorded. On May 11, the remaining members of the Fifth Michigan were consolidated with meimbers of
Third Michigan Infantry who had similarly sustained heavy causalities. The combined regiment continued fighting and \edsengag
SpottsylvanidCourt House where they again sustained heavy casualtigsreport Colonel Pulford (he was promoted in June 1864)
wrote in September of 1864 details a breakdown of casualties in the brigade for these battles. Before the Wildernéts Miehigan
had 365 men. At the Wilderness, thigyght men were killed, 167 were wounded, and sixteen were noted as missing for aftégid o
men. During the Battle @pottyslvaniaourthouse an additional six men were killed, sixty were wounded, and nine went missing for &
. total of seventyfive men. The Fifth Michigan Iost 291 men and the Third Mrchrgan suffered likewise, losing 162 men over the tw
battles39

...~Through the horrendous fighting of these battles, the men of the Third and Fifth Michigan fought valiafftly.
The two regiments were credited with seizing at least three Confederate battle flags. Joseph Kemp,

- Fifth Michigan is credited with having seized a.flag of the TingyyNorth Carolina Infantry at the
Wilderness. He was awarded the Medal of Honor for this aetiowilliam Renwick and Benjamin Morse

the Third Michigan were each credited with seizing a Confederate flag at Spottsylvahiaewspaper

_ article published in 1891 also credits John Braden of the Fifth with assisting in the capture of Confed
“colorsa2 Whether he assisted Morse and Renwick or if wiasyet another flag is unknown. Benjamin
Morse was awarded the Medal of Honor for his actioiSpottsylvania His commendatron records that thg

flag he serzed was from the Fourth Georgia Battery.

The Thrrd and- Fifth Michigan continued to fight alongside each other partrcrpatlng in several other
engagements through May of 1864 including North Anna River. By early June they were at Cold Hartfor
During a break in the fighting, the enlistment terms for the original enlistees of the Third Michigan expk
Men who enlisted later than their comrades and the men who had reenlisted were transferred permang Joseph Kemp
to the Fifth Michigan Infantry4a When they were consolidated, the Fifth Mrchrgan"was reorganized into -

G
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six companies and the Third Michigan was organized into four
companiesss The consolidated regiment retained the Fifth
Michigan designation, probably because there were already plans
to form a Reorganized Third Michigan Infantry.

This reorganization lent itself to a creative story appearing in the
Detroit Free Press in October of 1864. The Free Press article cites
the Waverly Magazine as publishing an article about the Fifth
Michigan being asked to turn over their flag due to the-

- consolidation:

hyS 2F (GKS aAOKA3IlLY wSIAYSyida
while passing through Washington, after they had participated
in many a sanguinary conflict, from the appearance of their
- .decimated ranks, it was considered best to consolidate them

with another regiment. This they were willing should be done.
They were then asked to surrender the powdsnoked and
bullet torn banner which they so bravely carried over many a
‘hard contested battlefield. But to this they demurred, and,
before doing so, their gallant Col. P. ordered a review. He then

“rode up to,the font of his regiment and asked his brave
command:-if they should surrender to friend or foe the banner:
they loved so well. Never was therergre heartyresponse

. than came from this little band of patriots true. There answer

gl a zw Wb2z )/SQSNJ-l bS®@SNH bSQSNl:b'L

. The General in command then and who stood to receive the

banner, said that he would oblige them to give it up. He then
ordered out six frowning pieces of artillery and had them
placed on an elevation commanding the regiment. He then
ordered them loaded and his men stood waiting for the
command to fire. He then repeated his request, which was
again refused. The men of the 5th were not the men to flinch
SPOSYy G GKS OFryy2yQa Y2dziKo
in this they hadeenthere before.

Their-worthy Colonel, then, (Who shares alike the perils of war
eretotF?gfrn R/ %e (25 ent
2160, b tadk ot Bl By vkt ) G he
ordered them to dip their colors three times, which they did,
adding such cheers as only the soldiers know how to give. The

' came thedeep tonedsoldiersg 2 NR& > WC2 NB I NRH

March!; and they were on their charge many perhaps expecting
it to be their last charge. But little did they think of this. They
were charging to uphold the banner by them held as dear as life
itself.

They were, however, soon met with a truce by the General in

command, andvere halted. The General then rode up to Col.

- P, and, with moistened eyes, he grasped him by the hand,

saying

oryyzu FAYR dmuSNJyos 02
soldiers as now stand before me. The flag is yours, keep it; it
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PtiRthe gegildntivas 2 F A
repulsed several times and
ended up in the same
location despitea theloss of
many menso

J Throughout the rest of 1864,
the regiment continued to
serve around Petersburg
participating in engagements
at Strawberry Plains and
Boydton Plank Road. They
took additional casualties in
these engagements and in
December of 1864, yet
another regiment was

A KLEE Y SASNITO S ] SyL i FNBY &

Then'wés the air fairly rent with cheer after cheer, by the
artillery men, and all who witnessed the dauntless.courage o
the gallant Fighting 5ti6

Besides this newspaper article, there is no other record that this
incident ever took place. Additionally, the regiment was not nea
Washington at any point during the time this.event was suppose(

. to have taken place. Instead, they were in the field taking part in
even more fighting. In June they participated in the first assault ¢
_Petersburgz

After this assault failed, they participated in picket duty around
" Petersburg and fought in skirmishes near the Jerusalem Plank
and fighting at Deep Bottom in July. Daniel Crotty, originally one
the color bearers in the Third Michigan mentioned the use of the

O 22 NE 0 BRSNS S AnnaEtheridge p copsqliglated ith BigyratR. |
0KS NBINE FIFN Sy2dzaK FNBYs (KS ETANNVAAR [ Ays JB8eFistdlsy. Sharpshogigrs |
Crotty continues to explaln that as the men advanced the was composed of men from Michigan. They were permanently

/2y FSRENIGS GNR2LI 6SNB NBAy Fhangreegto thefifth gnoecansber @3, 1868 K | NB Yl
with the colors; but this t|me we are too -close to the front line, anc\-he early months of 1865 were relatively quiet for the F|fth

dzyt Saa 6S 3SG 0l Ol Fiok $his dedrimtionponhichighh &é%@@iﬁd%i‘a@t duty around Petersburg and occupied
AG FLIISHENR GKFEG GKS NBIAYSY U QfintePRidridrdear e orf MarkHing, g8 K the/rBgimerft dz
sight of the men and that Anriatheridge who served as anurse  received a new stand of colors drawn from government supplies.
for the regiment, was also in this area which was initially thought efn March 23, the Detroit Advertiser and Tribune published a letter
as a safe location. Crotty and the other men hurried back towardfrom H. F. 53 RS a ONA 6 Ay 3 (KS OSNBY2vye.

the flag and were able to prevent the feared capture Crotty evening at dresparade a beautiful set of new colors, consisting of
orts . ;
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a regimental banner and a national flag, were formally presented to right into our midst. Of coursd must get away with my colors,
GKS . NBIAYSyYyil o6& /2t d tdzf F2NR A andla nunke? addind rng'aRe takampjmcmem\mdokm@ behirkl|
¢KS 5SHUNRAG CNBS tNBaa Ffaz2 NI ynelsbedlage sodfie tolbé Godsidd, dné\ith evemlidiK
from a correspondent known &. Herepeats much of what H-F. L. the boys start to run the gauntlet. The rebels open on us, and
stated, but also comments that the flag is the third stand of colors  the balls spat around us like hail. Some of our comrades fall
GKS NBIAYSYyid KlFaz Go2NYyS K2y 2 Nlded, But weynBst kiddpdrdavd.gét buy of thedwayi ONBud |
terrible ordeal of battle since the commencement of this it would not be gallant to say that anybody run, but if there was
NB 0 S 55 IfkhRsé fegs are indeed only the third set of colors any tall walking done during the war, we dmtnbssmghat
. the regiment had, identifying the flags becomes even more difficult field. .All is now utter confusion J7&# .
and the identity of the flag sent to the Sanitary Fair is unknown. It The rebels turn our guns on us. /5 I-Iﬁ"»lr"*?"?”‘ 4
_.Is also possible that S. was only talkatigput flags that were They have captured-large I5 ¢ ,(,'r J5€ o7
received as a stand of colors (both national and regimental) or that number ofprisoners, and unless wWl ok 577
. S.'was mistaken about the number of flags the regiment had. something islonewe shall all be
i captured, for the rebels are
advancing in large forcgs

Only a few days later, this new flag was carried into battle by Daniel
Crotty at the Battle of Hatchers Run. In carrying the flag for the

. Fifth, he became a flag bearer for a second time. In his memoirs@mitty kept the flag from being A
‘recalled what happened on March 25: OF LI dzNBR G I FG§J@KS \; e o | R

The fire along the line is deafening, and the remnant of the Ol I flag (HAtYes e inig
¢ KANRE. oA Gef€ Wi KS, 31 ¢yt 6CA %ﬁﬁftergf)F?'%g'Eﬁ /
" during the-whole'war. The foe gets away from our front and w2 0 N
make an onslaught on the regiment to our right, and theye ten g e MtHag fo ) el
to give way against fearful odds. The enemy now pour an Chiencreie Work: e Petersbum.
" enfilading fire orus, andget reinforced in our front. For a while I0WeVer the honor for flying the
we hold them, and pour the bullets from our brealdading st i overPetersbu.rgeally ;
*guns among them, but they are too many for us, and charge belongsit sl MIicHIgE)
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regiment, the First Michigan Sharpshootees. this regiment had the fourth highest number of men killed in action

The Fall bf Petersburg was a significant milestone towards endin§/r d'Ed of wounds amonUnlon mfantryreglments during the

the war. The Fifth Michigan participated in pursuing the retreatin :
Confederate troops. On Apnl 6th they engaged the ConfederatesAlmost a year after returnlng to Mlchlgan the Fifth Michigan
I'yYR OF LJGdzNBR mMT1oO0 ¢ 32y a | 0 wminfantrylidNad &lRthe Sthek Midhigan Regimén MDetroit/foNEISg
addition they captured a stand of Confederate colors. For this  return ceremony. The regiments reformed and marched through
Sergeant John Wienter and Corporal Walter L Mundell received the streets of Detroit where

the Medal of Honogo they surrendered their

¢KNBS RI&4a rTﬁSNJ{rAszpé / N 1=%%%W%@93%¢%3@%3
1.S808 &AdNNBYRSNI FdG ! LILRYFGG2E El gcwiges puirgithe g5
“ north back towards Washington D.C. by way of RichnenBaniel , ceremony, the Fifth Michigan

_ Crotty mentions the colors one more time in his account of the wg*:¥ lnanity. tefumedive flags.

He describes marching through Richmond: These five flags (8£2-90, S€
2390, S7-90, SE39-90, and

We unfurl our tattered flags and carry them in triumph throug Ay MG AN Lo 3 SG40pn 6 F NB A dAf
the city that caused their waworn looks. We are all proud of [ gy P A s : flag collection. Unlike some of
* " ourold flags and it is hoped that they will be cherished with t the other flags in the'
greatest veneration not only by those that have cause to love g7 collection, there aré few
every star and stripe that hangs together, but all who love andj« markings to help distinguish
. honor the beautiful emblem of our Free Government. when each flag was used in the

war. In addition, based on
descriptions of the flags that
appeared in newspapers.and
a2f RASNRa | 002c
certainly some flags that were
never handed over to the state.

The Fifth Michigan participated in the Grand Review in-Washingty
D.C. and proceeded home to Michigan traveling through Louisvil i
Kéntucky and Jeffersonville; Indiana. They arrived in Detroit on JF =
8th and were disbanded on July 1&k.The Fifth Michigan had
seen some severe fighting during the war. Many sources argue

G
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Fifth Michigan
Volunteer Infantry Regiment

SG23-90 (left), SE39-90 (center), and SGI}QO (right)

"Three of the flags in the collection (8@90 SE39-90, and S&E0-90) are national flags Of the three national flags38©0 has the :
Y24l RAAGAYOUADS YIENJAY3IE 2y Al Caofgca Bt ke K vg IThi;thIapp_&a&NJ |
02 AYRAOLGS GKEdG GKS FElF3 61t a ééyu o4l e G2 aAOKA3ILl Yiscorse®R, & |
this flag was likely carried sometime after the second flag of the regiment was sent to the Sanitary Fair, but befogecthevfidrom
government stores was presented to the regiment in March of 1865 It is possible, then, that this flag was carried latiGethes
WlldernessSpottsylvanlaand/or Cold Harbor. |

SG40-90 is a thirtyfour star flag, which usually indicate that the flag would have been carried early in the war '(beforVWésia
became a state and added a thififth star to the flag). However, since no flags from the Fifth Michigan Infantry.in ttectoti have
thlrty-flve stars and we know that the reglment had multiple flags after West Virginia became a state, the regiment may. faltdvese
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Fifth Michigan

Volunteer Infantry Regiment

comrades and reminisce
about the war. Newspaper
articles covering these
reunions occasionally
mention the colors of the
regiment. In addition, in

A Y Sy i Qal88pwhemQitoBErgin 3 &
carried the flag in a
parade, the Fifth also
carried their flags in a
Grand Army of the

SG27-90 : :
Two flags appear to be consistent with the type of flag that would ; YRS _Repu.bll.c b 18%—_5
flag with thirty-four stars and S€2-90 is flag that featured the . 1924. In Michigan History Magazine, Rerrey curator of the

federal coat of arms. This flag Suﬁered severe loss. Both f|ags hairneer and Historical Collections, mentions that during discussion

Isaac MCravath a veteran of the Twelfth Michigan Vqunteer

The flnal flag in the collection is a small, swallow tail flag that WOLI'Mantry, suggested that the portralt be hung next to the portrait of
have been used as a flank marker. A flank marker would have bepix &~ 5} NI dzA & RS, Tl 88G.68> ‘atyF

dza SR. a2 YI Nl UKS.SYR 2F 0(KS Noslau’\u S/ a4 A ¢u Kﬁhﬁ@%ﬁm@ée&ﬁeﬁm
have the same sentimental value or use that the standards of theout the flag of the Fifth Michigan would have hung in the Senate of
regiment had and thus, were not commented on very often. We e second capitol. Unfortunately, no known sources can verify
have no record of this flag from historic sources other than that tthat this plan was executed. :

was given to the state by the regiment during the flag ceremony.

After the war, the Fifth Michigan had frequent reunions where the

men would get together to discover what had becometm‘lr

G

ﬁ; Sk

this tradition. S&0-90 has some unusual features including a
homemade staff and peekaboo stars (where star shapes are cut o
of the blue material of the canton, so the stars show through on
the reverse rather than sewing another layer of material on the

reverse). This flag-also has gold bullion fringe. Taken together
these features would typlcally indicate a presentatlon flag but it
R2Sa y2i FALG GKS RSAONARLIIAZY -
that this flag was given to thiéifthwhen they were on furlough or

. that they had it made for the Grand Review. However, no
description matching this flag has been found, so it is difficult to
___.determine when this flag may have been used.




Color Company

The Flag Bearers

By regulation, every infantry regiment was to be issued a stand of colors, consisting of two flags: a national (thexféardliar

YR { GNALISAE Osinilgf RO KSNBHAOKSYEHY tadl G§S ¥t lofhkEns ®ds GsSadlljireplackd-byi  a A
the federal coatof-arms, its outstretched eagle a powerful symbol of the Union the regiment was fighting to preserve).
aSladz2NAy3a &aAE FyR 2yS KItF ¥S8SS(G o2 aAE FSSi | yR 02NyS 2y
made of brilliant silk fringed and tasseled, these huge banners were deS|gned to be easny seen and instantly recognized by
‘every man of the regiment.

One company (approximately 100 men) was designated as the color company and was charged with the primary responsibility
of guarding and carrying the flags into battle. From within the color company, the color bearers (who were ‘most often
noncommissioned officers) were selected for their military bearing, their exemplary moral charactdrtheir bravery. The
color company was placed in the center of the battle line and set the pace and direction of the reglment with hundreds of me
GIdZARAY3I 2y GKS O2f 2NE®E 5dNAy3d (KS y2AasSsy OzyFdzaidaty | yR

up in the melee looked to their colors to maintain their position and to prevent becoming separated from their regiment. Thus
. the size and brilliance of the flags is easily understood: they had to be highly visible and instantly identifiable fHelkedo -

" all could see them, flags rallied the regiment in moments of confusion and despair and infused them with renewed
determination. :

Both Union and Confederate flags became instant targets of fierce enemy flre as each side realized that the simplest way to

" demoralize and disorient an opposing regiment was to shoot down its fleghe person carrying it. The greatest casualties of.

the war both north and south were suffered by those who carried the flags in battle. It was not unusual for a flag to be shot to
tatters in a single engagement, its staff struck and shattered, and bearer after bearer killed or wounded. Every mengber of th.

~ color company and, indeed, every member of the regimentvas expected to sacrifice his life, if necessary,.to prevent the
fr2'aa 27 AKS NSIAYSYIoa Tl FAa Ay ot it SOy AXEANY ] oihS Dk Ol
enemy meant humiliation .and disgrace for the regiment. Conversely, capturing an enemy flag brought honor and fame. The
Medal of Honor was instituted during the Civil Wathimnor Union troops for acts of extreme bravery. Siripe Michigan men
eventually received the medalmost through petition long after the war was owefor a varlety of heroic actions. Only

thirteen received it during the war, aII for the capture of an enemy flag



Color Company

The Flag Bearers

¢KS F2ft26Ay3 AYRAODGARIZ f& OFry ©6S R20dzYSyiuSR I a K | gAY 3 &SN
War Service Records Collection at the Archives of Mlchlgan and Mlmhq;anolongeb3|tehttps //mlchlqanoloqv org/civi
war/

Otto A. Bergera 6+S uBaNthy Eri[lsted i@ompanyD, Fifth Infantry, as Corporal June 19, 1861, at Fort Wayne, for 3

years, age 22. Mustered Aug. 28, 1861. Sergeant Aug. 15, 1862. Color SergeafisteReDec. 15, 1863, at Brandy Station,

Va. Mustered Dec. 27, 1863." Wounded in action May 20, 1864. Commissioned Second Lieutenant Aug. 28, 1864. Mustered
“Nov. 2, 1864. Commissioned Frist Lieutenant, May 8, 1865. Mustered May 17, 1865. Mustered out at, Jeffersonville, Ind., Jul
5, 1865. Wasengaged in the following battles: Yorktown, Williamsburg, Fair Oaks, seven days before Richmond, Manassas,
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, GettysbivgppingHeights, Locust Grove, Mine Run, Wilderness$pottsylvaniao & %80 8 ® £

__ Daniel G.Crottyd 6 £ S G S NJ y (Compar§FyThivd &nfarrk May: ¥3, 1861, at Grand Rapids, for 3 years, age 21.
7 Mustered June 10, 1861. Relisted Dec. 24, 1863, at Brandy Station, Va. Mustered Dec. 24, 1863. Transf€oadanyF,
Fifth Infantry, June 10, 1864. Sergeant. Commissioned Second LieuteoantanyA, May 8, 1865. Mustered out at
- WSTFSNBE2YOAff &S LYR®PEI WdzZ & pX mycp de

William C. Harlan (Harlandt / I & OF R'$ ®CompayiyE, KifthinfuRry, Seyt. 8, 1861, at Fort Wayne, for 3 years, age 20.
Mustered Sept. 10, 1861. Wounded in action at Fair Oaks, Va., May 31, 1862. Died July 12, 1863, of wounds received in actio
o lhH DS e aioMENE Y sy Wdzt & GRS My e o @ 0 dZNBCSIRT AL b R 2 Yk s

Amos A. Rousad t 2 NIi | dzNR Caompan yFifthlfaintsy,Rs Sesfeant, June 19, 1861, at Fort \Wayne, for 3 years, age
28. Mustered Aug. 28, 1861. Commissioned Second Lieutenant July 17, 1862. Mustered Jan 17, 1863. Commissioned First
* Lieutenant Nov. 28, 1862. Mustered Dec. 10, 1862. Wounded in action at Gettysburg, Pa., July 2, 1863. Commissioned
Captain, company B, July 6, 1863. Mustered Nov. 3, 1863. Dismissed by sentence of Geheral Court Martial Sept. 25, 1864. In
battles of Yorktown, Williamsburg, Fair Oaks, Peach Orchard, Charl€sdsisyRoadMalvern Hill, Manassas, Chantilly, - ;
‘CNBERSNNO14a6dz2NHZ./ SRENEZ [ Kl YOSt 2NEDALE ST DS(G®aodzNHE ! dzo



https://michiganology.org/civil-war/

The Flags

Note on MeasurementsAll dimensions give the height of the flag (called
0KS aK2AaGé YR YShHadz2NBGR |f2y3 GKS
FKS WgARIGK 60FEt SREGKS I aft et FyRIYSE
Ta S S@s iz iKe Fl R a0a i FENES, SRISU D a
* measured separately. All measurements are in inches. A plus symbol (+)
following a measurement means the flag is fragmentary and once

extended further in that direction.

‘Note on Catalogue NumberéSG NBFSNE (2 GKS {GFG8 ik

State Capitol artifacts). The twdigit number at the end refers to the year

... the flags were catalogued and accessioned by the Michigan Historical

Museum.




The Flags

SG22-90: Silk national coabf-arms. Dimensions28¢ E ¢ ¢ B ( i2y CNAYy3ISY HO

‘The remain®f what appears to be a blue silk flag that initially bore the national coat of arms.
The flag was painted and what appears to be the wing of an eagle is visible on the right edge c
the remaining fragment. The fabric on the hoist end was fashioned into a sleeve for attachmer
to the flagstaff. Remnants of gold colored fringe remain on the top and bottom of the flag. The
fly end is.completely gone.

Thestaffr S+ 4dzNBa yQué o6& ™M 0é AY RAFIYSGESNI LyYR
YAaaAy3do ¢KS NBYIAYAY3I LRNIAZ2ZY 2F GKS ol a
to the state in the 1866 Detroit ceremony marking the end of the war all bear identical brass .
LI | |j dzS & @ ¢S LgE kTS NI Ra AR LIS VOIS IR Bl ia
¢KS FtI13 KFa F dQmn dluetahddzbite tassdt. ThekidsselSvashailNdrer 3
622IRSY O2NE YR Adime AV RAFYSISND .

The flag was netted (sewn between layers of dyed nylon net) in the 1960s in an early attempt ¢
conservation. ; :



The Flags

SG23-90:Silk national. 5A YSY aA 2y d B (@41 ICNB yISY H dpé

‘National flag appearing to have 34 stars arranged in two concentric ovals with tetmyn the
outer oval, nine stars in the inner oval, one star in the center, and one in each corner. The stal
on the outer oval, top right, and top left of the canton are missing. There is also loss fiy the
end of the flag. The hoist end of the flag was fashioned into a sleeve for attachment to the sta
Remnants of gold colored cotton fringe run along the top and bottom of the flag.

CKS AdFFTT YSEAdNBA yQoyeiToe imige AYITRANYSHS
YAaaAy3do ¢KS NBYIAYAY3I LRNIAZ2ZY 2F GKS ol a
returned to the state in the 1866 Detroit ceremony marking the end of the war all bear identical
ON} &a LI I1ljdsSao ¢ RS LI dzS NBE ' RA . Ay LLISY 0S5
¢KS Ffl3 KLa F cQ F2fR odzt tA2yY O2NR., gAiK

The flag was netted (sewn between layers of dyed nylon net) in the 1960s in an early attempt :
conservation. ‘



The Flags

SCG27-90: Silk nationafuidon Dlmen5|on325 X00PHpbE

A swallowtail national guidowith thlrty visiblestars. The stars are palnted in two concentric
circles with stars in each corner. Due to loss in the canton, it is impossible to determine the
number of stars the flag had originally. The flag has a sleeve, but ties were added-at some poi
most likely for display purpases. : ;

¢CKS..80F TF YSI adzNBa 1Qroyé 08 m ©0€& AY RAI YSIH
state in the 1866 Detroit ceremony marking the end of the war all bear identical brass plaques
¢KS L) [1jdzS NBIFIR&a Ay {LISYOSNAIFY aONRLIGZ api

The flag was netted (sewn between layers of dyed nylon net) in the 1960s in an early attempt :
conservation. ;




The Flags

SG39-90:Silk national. 5 A YSy dA2yay2tid@y: CMB§ISY HodpE

National flag with painted starsDue to loss, it is impossible to determine the original number of
stars on the flag, but remaining stars suggest the stars on the flag were arranged in two .
concentric circles with stars in each corner of the canton. There is a significant amount of loss
the fly end of the flag. The hoist end of the flag was fashioned into a sleeve for attachment to
the staff. Remnants of gold colored cotton fringe remain attached to the top and bottom of the
flag. : :

Thed G+ FF YSIF&ada2NBa 1Q cé 068 M MKYyE€ Ay RAL YS
FLIST NI AKFELISR FTAYALT OFNHBASR &y G2 dKS d0FKFF .
widest point. The staff has three holes running vertically near the top of the staff. These are
most likely from nails used to attach the flag to the staff. The staff of flags returned to the state
in the 1866 Detroit ceremony: marking the end of the war all bear identical brass plaques The
LI I 1ljdz8 NBIFR&:AYy. { LJSYOSNJ\I y aONRALIIZ apiGK ah

¢KSIFT LI KEa I pQ mE F2EIR odAiAzy 'O2NRisAQ

The flag was netted (sewn between Iayers of dyed nylon net) in the 1960s in an early attempt é
conservation. : .




The Flags

SG40-90: Silk national. 5 A YSy & A 2 y Goitl Bullor€ Nk ¥ 3SY o ¢

A national flag with thirtyfour peeka-boo stars. Peek-boo stars are stars that are sewed onto
one side of the flag and the canton is cut away on the reverse, so the star is visible on both sid
Since the flag hatirty-four stars it is most likely an early war flag created before West Virginia
became a state in 1863. The flag is mostly intact, though there is some loss along the fly end.
Gold bullion is attached on three sides. There is some question to the method used to attach 1
flag to the staff as there is no visible sleeve. Ties were added sometime after the war, most lik
to facilitate the display of the flag. , : : ’

¢CKS Al TE YSHANBE yQ'&e .maoe  AY RALFYSH SN
top of the staff was whittled into a peg to allow for a finial, however the finial is missing. The
base of the staff was whittled to a poinT.he staff is slightly discolored where the flag would
have been attached. It _appears the discolgration may be from the blue dye of the canton. Als
Ay GKAA& I NBI - Aac{aNARI (RRyErY ¢0dC NRPCYKIS 2(FS (Qif SN | -
approximately 41 inches from the top. The staff of flags returned to the state in the 1866 Detroi
ceremony marking the end of the war all bear identical brass plaques. The plaque-reads in

[ LISYOSNAIY aAONRLIEZ GpliK aAOK® LYTFlyYyiaNEéod

¢KS ‘FE+ 3 KEA F pQ cé I2f R odAf f'Azy O2NR g4l
length.

The flag was netted (sewn bétween layers of dyed nonn net) in the 19605 in an early attempt é
conservation.




Photographs

am doc c. Cf Istate o BichideFage the Flags Collection
e y ¥thefidge National Park Service. https://www.nps. gov/people/am%erldge htm (accessed July 20, 2021).

a5 Yy XKSt D 18611882 Ardhises of MichigaMichiganologyCivil War Photographs Collection
https://michiganology.org/uncategorized/I0O_4e000d6#&c34d93-a287-c5329d6a7135/ (accessed July.20, 2021).
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G1 SYNE b5 ©86¥186RIMERVes of MichigaMichiganologyCivil War Photographs Collection
https: //mlchlganology org/uncategorized/IO_73c1286@5b-459aac4071bf711c9f46/ (accessed July 20, 2021).

G1 SYNE C¢CimA Gehe@Iqutaa Memoir of the Backus FarIﬂ@g
https://en.wikipedia. orgIW|k|/Henry T._Backus#/media/File:Henry_Titus BackUSJpg (accessed July 20, 2021).

G W2 Ky  tcdr86E18a2 R échives of MichigaMichiganologyCivil War Photographs Collection
https://michiganology.org/uncategorized/IO_{84b3bd41e-4886-af0b-81d45d8e93bc/ (accessed July 20, 2021)

GW2 KY  w2Siaf NivickigArSave the Flags CoIIectlon

aGwzas LJKPubf(SDonnEn Image.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of American_Civil_War_ Medal _of_Honor_recipients:_ G%E2%80%93L#/med|a/F|Ie Joseph
emp_1865 publlc domain_USGov.jpg (accessed July 20, 2021). .

Gt KAEAL wo L|5r8y oﬂ:@dxﬁgcemw WaRFéhotographsItps Ilwww.loc. govlltem/2018670480/ (accessed July 20

: 2021
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